
 
 
 
 
 

ELA 4th Grade Optional Novel Activity 
 

https://www.getepic.com/ is offering a free subscription for 30 
days where you can choose books from different levels and read 
them online.  

 
1. Find a novel or text of your choice to read.  Your novel can 

be any type of fictional story. 
 
2. While reading your novel, keep a journal of your thoughts 

throughout your reading.   
 
3. After each chapter, use one of the question stems in this 

document to develop your own question.  
 

4. Then, answer your question in a detailed response using 
information from the text as evidence to your answer. 

 
5. Follow this process for each chapter in your novel. 

 
6. After you finish your novel, choose an optional activity from 

the included menu to complete.  
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ELA 4th Grade Menu (Optional) 
After completion of your novel, complete one or more of the activities below to develop a 

project telling about the novel you read.  Be creative. You have the option of using your device 
to complete any of the activities. 

 

 

 

Character Study 
 
Think about the main character of 
your text.  Create a character 
study of this character detailing at 
least three different character 
traits.  Cite at least two pieces of 
evidence to support each of the 
character traits you chose.  Create 
a presentation of your traits 
including a drawn picture of your 
character. (See Character Traits 
Included) 

Comic Book Time!  
 
Create a mini-comic book relating 
to an important part or chapter of 
the book.  Be sure to include 
dialogue from the book as well as 
characters’ names, thoughts, 
feelings and actions.   
In your illustrations show the 
settings of your story. 

Feature Story!   
 
Write a feature article (with a 
headline) that tells the story of the 
book as it might be found on the 
front page of a newspaper in the 
town where the story takes place. 
 

Write Letters! 
 
Write a series of letters as if some 
of the characters from the book 
were corresponding with each 
other.  Be sure to include the 
important narrative elements 
through your letters – characters, 
setting, problem, major events, 
solution, etc. 
 

Write a Diary!  
 
Journal as one of the story's main 
characters.  Write in your diary 
about what this character might 
have recorded before, during, or 
after the book's events. Remember 
that the character's thoughts and 
feelings are very important in a 
diary. 

Create a collage!  
 
Depict the book or a scene from 
the book in a collage.  Be sure to 
include pictures/items related to 
the narrative elements 
(characters, setting, plot, etc.)  
Explain why you included each 
item on your collage. 
 

Interview!  
 
Write an interview of at least 20 
questions and answers with a 
character from the text.  Your 
questions should be “thick” 
questions.  Your answers should 
be written in complete sentences 
using text evidence.  (Avoid yes, 
no questions.)  Think about what 
you know about the character you 
are interviewing from the text to 
help you create your questions 
and answers. 

Make a Map!  
 
Create a map of pictures tracing 
the main settings from your book.  
Be sure to include the important 
events that occur at each of these 
settings. 
 

Continue the Story! 

Continue telling the story of the 
main characters in the text.  What 
happens next in their lives?  Write 
a new story to go along with the 
novel you read to continue the 
story while also adding new 
adventures and events. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Question Stems 
(After each chapter, in a journal, use one of the question stems in this 
document to develop your own question.) 

 
 
 
I wonder why........................ 
I wonder if ………………… 
I wonder when…………….. 
I wonder who……………… 
I wonder which…………… 
I wonder how……………… 
I wonder how much……….. 
I wonder how often………… 
I wonder if it’s true that……. 
I wonder what would happen if…. 
I wonder………………………… 
 
WHAT 
 
What if……………………………? 
What was your favorite…………...? 
What did you like about…………..? 
What was your least favorite……   ? 
What didn’t you like about………..? 
What is your opinion……………...? 
What would happen if…………… ? 
What should……………………  ..? 
What would you do if………… …? 
What………………………………? 
 
WHY 
 
Why (do you think)………………..? 
Why would you……………………? 
Why wouldn’t……………………..? 
Why did the author………………...? 
Why is the picture…………………? 
Why would it be necessary to……...? 
Why………………………………..? 

 
HOW 
 
How is………………..   ? 
How are………………   ? 
How were……………..  ? 
How did you remember..? 
How does………………? 
How should…………….? 
How many other ways….? 
How would you………   ? 
How could…………   …? 
How would you feel if   ..? 
How would you change  .? 
How………………  ……? 
 
WHEN 
 
When did you realize………? 
When did you decide……….? 
When did you begin to feel   .? 
When did you begin to think…? 
When did you have…………..? 
When…………………………? 
 
CAN YOU 
 
Can you figure out…………….? 
Can you explain……………….? 
Can you compare………………? 
Can you summarize……………? 
Can you take a guess…………..? 
Can you decide………………...? 
Can you………………………...? 
 
DID YOU 
 
Did you ever……………………? 
Did you think…………………...? 
Did you like…………………….? 
Did you know……………………? 
Did you learn anything new……..? 
Did you…………………………..?  
Do you know why…………………..? 
Do you feel………………………….? 
Do you believe………………………? 
Do you……………………………….? 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 


